
BRASSICACEAE

Type: Libya: Belween Tripoli and Mourzuk, Oudm'y (BM).

C-4 c. 50 km from Hun lowards Bngrain, sandy ground, roadside, very common,

flowers violel, 27.2.1976. S.M.H.Jajri 6387: Near Sokna. sandy TO<'ldside. small

bushes, common, flowers purplish or violet, seeds winged. 20.2.1976. S.M.H.J4ri

6301: c. 20 km from Hun towards Bugrain, sandy and gravelly rO<'ldside. glabrous.

flowers violcl, 27.2.1976, S.M.J1.Jajri 6375 and 6376; 30 km from Hun towards

Tripoli. 7 km from Waddan, 2.4.1973, S./.Ali 1550; Between Hun & AI Weshka.

25.3.1975, Fauzia 70; Al Jufra projecl. near Hun, 26.3.1975, Alllino Gal/llldi 92; c.

240 km from Sebha, along Hun highway. Flowers light violet, 31.3.1973, S./.AIi

1442.

Distribution: Endemic (Libya, Algeria).

A very variable species in fruit shape and size. on the similar paucm as in

Savi/?nyu pan,ijlora, bUI it is difficult to separate out any infmspecific taxon.

Flowers: January-March. Vcrl/. Zwcetina (1).

23. MQRJCANDlA

DC.,Sy~t.Nat.2:626.l821.

Undershrubs or herbs, usually robust. glabrous. erect, bnlOched. Leaves

fleshy or sublfeshy, sessile. glabrous usually glaucous; lower obovate, upper ovate.

cordate. Flowers large, white, pink or violel, ebrncteale; pcdicels short, somewhat

thickened in fruit. Sepals erect, inner saccate at the base. Petals twice as long as the

sepals, obovate, long-clawed, truncale at Ihe apex. Slamens 6: filaments linear:

anlhers broadly linear, acute. Lateral nectar glands semilunar; middle glands absent.

Siliquae linear, compressed, with subangular valves due to prominent midrib,

bilocular, dehiscent, glabrous; stigma 2-lobcd, conical with decurrent lobes on a

short style; seplum membranous, not veined; seeds many, 1-2 seriate. small,

ellipsoid. brown, not margined; cotyledons conduplicatc.

About 6 species. chiefly of the Mediterranean region; only 2 species arc
reported from Libya.
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BRASSICACEAE

+ Seeds .= 2-scrialC. Plants percnni'll. somellmes

slighl1y w()(x1y below. Leaves mostly hroad;

upper .= cordate. <ullplcxicau1.

- Seeds ± I·sen'lte. Plants usually shrubby. al

least below. Leaves mo:.tly n<lITOv.

oblong·obov.uc. upper unes ± cune.He below.

I. M.arvensis

, M.nitens

1. Moricandia an'ensis (L.) OC..Sysl. '.It.2:626.1821: Dumnd & B:.llTallc.l.c. 14:

Keith.l.c.672.(Fig.28.A-E).

Bra.HiclI an'/'IIs;J L.. Mant. 1:95. 1767; 8 . .wjjmr;m.m Desf.. 1--,. Atl. 2:94.

1798; M. IOl/giro.l·tris Pomel. NOllv. Mat. 367. 1875; M..\·pillosl/ Pomel. NOll"'.

Mat. 365.1875; M. dimril'IIIrICoss .. Illuslr. 35. tab. 25.1882: M. IIn·('/l.I'i.\'ssp.

spil/o.u/ (pomen Ball. in B. & T. FJ. Alg. 65. 1888; M. sl4jrll1il'O.w (DcsL)

Coss. cl Our. in Ann. Se. NOlI. Bot. Ser. 44: 282. 1855: M. (/n'('1/Si.\· var.

Jmjjrut;n/s(I (Iksf.) DC,_ Sy,,1. 2:627. 1821: M. I/n·l'II.\'i.~ ssp. slifjruticoSlI

(DesL) Milirc. I.e. 40.

Strong and shnrt lived percnnial herb. slightly woody OIl the base. 30-65 cm

tall. bmnched. glabrolls. glaucous at leas I the stcms: stcrns ± whitish. Lcaves ±

neshy. lower obov;lte. entire to broaJly or slightly crenate ::t: n;IITowed at the base:
•

upper leaves ovate to oblong-elliptic ± cordate. cntire. usually amplcxicaul (Ir

semi-amplexieaul at the base and ;u,:u{c. Flow<,'rs large showy. l'. 1.5 cm across. pink

or violct on lax racemes. Sep."1ls I.:. I CIll Inng. Pet:lls c. 2 cm long. long clawed.

Stamens 8-10: 10-14 mm; anthcrs linear. (2·) 3-4 mm long. Siliquac 3O-100:x (1.5-) 2-3

mm. Iinc.tr. glabrous. compressed. subtclragonal: scptum hyaline. not veined; heak

3-9 mm long: seeds (1-) 2-scnale. many :'11'1:111. less Ihan a mm long. brown. n=14.

Type: Habitat in Europ;.le ausll<llis arvi ... bumenlibus.

A~2 El Kaliba. 30 km fro Ghanan. rocky soil. violet nuwcrs. 10.4.1974. M.GOI.!l'"

171; Boghilan. 21.3.1974. B.FllrtI,I' 456; Cab'lw. s()il sandy. 9.6.1974. II.F(/rIH 459:

8-1 Wadi Malnh, l'. 10 km from Nalul. stony ground. growing in clumps, 50-60 cm

lall. nowers light violct, 4.5.197:!. S.l.Ali 291 & 303: c. 37 km from Kcbb:l, towards

Mizda. S./.AIi 1952; Near Wadi Maklh. c. 3 km from N'llut. nat limestone rocks.

35-55 cm tall. erecl. 18.4.1975. S./.AIi 2862; Nalut. Ejwchia. 8.6.1974. B.FlIrm: 25

km from NalUI Wazen. 7.6.1974. 8. FlIrtI.\' 5~7.
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BRASSICACEAE
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Fig. 28
Moricandia arvtnsls: A. nowering and fruiling branch x 0.5: n, nowcr x
2; C. siliqua. dorsal view x I; D, siliqua, lateral view x I: E. seed x 20;
M.nitens: F. fruiting branch x 0.5.
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BRASSICACEAE

Distribution: Mediterranean region (Europe and Morocco to W.Libya).

A short lived perennial, with ± fieshy leaves. growing in sandy and stony

ground or rocks in N.W.Libya, very variable in leaf shape, siliqU<lC size and

seriation of seeds. Browsed by livestock.

FlnwRrS: March-June (round the year'!).

Vern. Alkiass, Hemim, Afarfar. Sciass.

2. Morieandia oilens (Viv.) lJurand & Barralte, FI. Lib. Pr~. 15. 1910 (p.p.);

Pamp .. FI. Oren. 233. 1931; Keith, I.e. 673: Tack .. Sf. R. Egypt cd. 2:200.

1974. (Fig.28,F).

Hl'speris ni1ells Viv .. FI.Lib. Spc<.·. 38. t. 5, fig. 3. 1824: M.an·ensis ssp. nifl'IIS

(Viv.) Mairc in M.C. 2636. 1939 (p.p.); FI. Af. Nord. 13: 39. fig. 14. 1967: M.

dUlllosa Boiss .. Diagn. ser. I. 8:25. 1849: M ..mffru1icosll var. ni1l'flS (Viv.)

Schweinf. & Aschers .. IlIust. FI. Egypt. 41.1887.

Differs from the previous species by its week habit, whitish stem and deep

green leaves, fruits c. 1.5 mm brO<"1d, seeds usually I-seriate, leaves smaller. oflen

aggregated. mostly obovatc-oblog, narrowed below.

Type: ,( H. in rupibus maritimis Pentapoleos,Viv., I.e. tab. 5, fig. 3.

A-8 Between Derna & Tamini, small srubs on rocks. very common, flowers violet.

24.10,1975, S.M,H.Jufriro50 (ULT); 60 km before Tobruk.stony mound. common,

flowers violet. shOWY, 24.10.1975, S. M. fl.Jafri 6054 (ULT).

Distribution: N.E. Libya, Egypt. Palestine to Arabia Petrea.

A rather week habit with whitish stems and green leaves and probably

fiowering period 0) may distinguish this species. which seems to be confined to the

rocks east of AI Baida (Derna~Tobruk)in Libya.

Flowers: Sept.-Ocl. (round the year?).
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